INTRODUCTION
Two major bacterial diseases affect fruit trees in French orchards: fire blight caused by Erwinia amylovora (Burrill) Winslow et al in pear and apple, and bacterial dieback incited by Pseudomonas syringae pv persicae Dye et al (Prunier et (Billing and Paulin, 1990 (Billing, 1980; Jacquart-Romon et al, 1987 ; Van der Zwet et al, 1988; Steiner, 1990) . Conversely, P s pv persicae is a typical epiphyte (Gardan et al, 1972 (Gaignard et al, 1976 (Manceau et al, 1987 (Reil et al, 1973) . Their use is consequently limited, although their activity in the case of these 2 diseases is significant (Gaignard et al, 1976; Garrett, 1990 (Brisset et al, 1990; Garrett, 1990 (King et al, 1954 Lezec et al, 1986) . These features resulted in a high frequency of infection following flower inoculation, but only in a limited subsequent progression of the bacteria into the shoots. As a result, the framework of the tree escaped destruction, even after several years of repeated infection. A previously described blossom inoculation method (Kooistra and Langeslag, 1981) (Prunier et al, 1970 
